
The importance of play-based learning at Chadwick 
International



From Making the PYP Happen: 

“They need extended periods of time and as much 
space as possible to explore, investigate and play with a 
variety of materials in order to learn about themselves, 
other people, and the world around them.” - page 43 



“Play is actually the work of a child, in which they are 
preparing themselves for adult roles and for society at 
large.” - Professor Karen Hutchinson, Rowan University



What does play look like? 

observing, testing,  

creating, exploring, discovering 

making connections, making decisions 

solving problems, gaining independence and 
responsibility, understanding the consequences of our 
actions, developing empathy and integrity 

negotiating, explaining, expressing themselves, 
discussion  

caring for others, learning empathy and inclusion, 

helping others, teaching, developing leadership 

pretending, imitating, imagining 

What does inquiry look like? 

From Making the PYP Happen page 29 





When I run, jump, 
throw, or catch I build 
my gross motor skills. 
This helps me stay 
healthy, and gives me 
time to release stress and 
frustration. 

When we play together, I 
learn how to cooperate, 
how to communicate 
effectively and 
respectfully. I learn 
patience and 
determination.



When I bead or do puzzles, 
I build my fine motor skills. 
This helps me hold my 
pencil correctly, and 
develop more control in my 
writing, drawing, and 
painting.



When I build I develop my fine motor skills. I learn to problem-solve, to test and 
manipulate materials, to plan a design, and to persevere when faced with a 
challenge.  

When building with others, I practice communicating and cooperating.  



When I play make believe, I use my 
imagination, I build my creativity, I 
build my oral language and 
communication skills, and develop 
my social skills.  

When I play make believe, I often 
mimic real life behaviors and practice 
applicable life skills. 



When I play sports, 
unorganized games, or 
create my own game with 
its own set of rules, I learn 
to negotiate, to discuss, 
and to explain. I learn to 
solve conflicts fairly and 
respectfully. I learn 
flexibility, and adapt rules 
when necessary.



When I take risks, I learn 
how to accept failure as a 
part of learning. I might 
make a mistake, but I will 
learn from it and succeed 
the next time.  

I learn how to fall down, 
and get back up again. 



When I explore different 
materials, I develop my 
senses, and I practice 
making observations. I 
make connections to the 
world around me.



Adults play different roles with regards to play: 

 

Support children to represent their ideas, theories and plans 
Question to provoke children’s thinking and problem solving 
Observe and document children’s learning 
Evaluate time, space and materials 
Reflect on teaching strategies 
Model literacy, numeracy, science, etc 
Demonstrate 
Strategically position materials/Organize learning environment 
Listen and accept children’s ideas 
Participate
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