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Creating Essential Agreements 
 

 
 Essential agreements are 
collaboratively developed agreements 
for how we will work together to 
achieve our mutual goals. 

 
 We use the PYP attitudes as the basis 
for our essential agreements within the 
classroom and school community. 
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For example…. 

Respect:  We will ensure that we 
show our peers and teachers the 
proper respect by not talking when 
they are talking and by actively 
listening to ideas. 

 
Enthusiasm: We will participate 
positively and energetically in 
discussions and activities. 



Do we agree? 



Learning About Us 

Our educational beliefs 
and experiences affect 

the way we view our 
children’s educational 

experiences. 



How best will we learn? 



 Teacher    Students 

Traditional Classroom teaching 



PYP inquiry based  
approach to teaching 



TRADITIONAL TEACHING INQUIRY TEACHING

Knowledge is objective Knowledge and 
understanding are personal 

 
Right or wrong 

 
Focus on product 

 
Quantitative 

 
Teacher-centered 

 
Developing 

 
Process & product 

 
Qualitative 

 
Learner-centered 

           Perspectives on                         
teaching &learning 



The Primary Years  
Programme (PYP) is… 

…an international 
curriculum for all schools… 

 
…NOT a curriculum for 
international schools. 



   Brainstorm a list of words. Use your list of words to 
   create a “wagon wheel” brainstorm map of what  
   an internationally minded person is. 

 
 
Draw 2 circles in the middle of your paper. From the inner circle 
divide your paper into sections for the number of people in your 
group.  
 
In the outer spaces, individually write down ideas  
about what it means to be internationally minded. 
 
In the centre write any common ideas that the group has. Using the 
common ideas ‘publish’ a statement about what it means to be 
internationally-minded and create a ‘visual’ representation. 
 
 

What is an “International 
Curriculum”? 



The IB Learner Profile attributes 



What does this mean?

The PYP is a concept driven curriculum 
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Concepts 
Facts or topics are 
locked in time, 
place or situation.   
 
A concept is a big 
organizing idea 
which is timeless, 
universal, abstract 
and broad.  



Topic/Theme    Concept 

 
Topic/Theme   Possible Conceptual Lens 
 
Dinosaurs    Extinction 
 
Food     Nutrition 
 
Christopher Columbus   Exploration 
 
Presidential    Communication/leadership/influence 
Elections 
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 The PYP has identified 6 transdiciplinary 
themes which: 

 
•  Have significance for all students, all cultures 
•  Offer students opportunities to explore knowledge which is 

of genuine importance to them and the world they live in 
•  Allows for transdisciplinary planning and teaching 
•  Will be revisited throughout the students  years of schooling 
 

Approaches to teaching: 
Knowledge 

What do we want students to know? 



Who we are 

An exploration of: 
•  the nature of the self 
•  our beliefs and values 
•  personal, physical, mental, 

social and spiritual health 
•  our families, friends, 

communities and cultures 
•  our rights and responsibilities 
•  what it means to be human 



Where we are in place and time 

An exploration of: 
•  our orientation in place and time 

•  our personal histories 

•  history and geography from local and 
global perspectives 

•  our homes and journeys 

•  the discoveries, explorations and 
migrations of humankind 

•  the contributions of individuals and 
civilizations. 



How we express ourselves 

An exploration of: 
•  the ways in which 

we discover and 
express our nature, 
ideas, feelings, 
beliefs and values 
through language 
and the arts. 



How the world works 

An exploration of: 
•  the physical and material 

world 

•  natural and human-made 
phenomena 

•  the world of science and 
technology. 



How we organize ourselves 

An exploration of: 
•  human systems and 

communities 

•  the world of work, its 
nature and its value 

•  employment and 
unemployment and their 
impact on us and the 
world around us. 



Sharing the planet 

An exploration of: 

•  our rights and 
responsibilities as we strive 
to share finite resources 
with other people, and 
with other living things 

•  communities and of the 
relationships within and 
between them. 



 

  
 Each grade level (K-5) inquires into 6 units of 
study, called Units of Inquiry (UOI’s) set under 
the 6 organising themes.  

 
 Each UOI is structured around a CENTRAL IDEA 
(the “big idea”) and LINES OF INQUIRY (the 
specific aspects of the “big idea” that we will 
be learning about). 

Units of Inquiry 



What about traditional subjects? 

The PYP is a TRANSDISCIPLINARY curriculum.  This means 
that “traditional” subjects such as math, science, social 
studies & language are incorporated within the units of 

inquiry.  This gives students a richer and deeper 
understanding of and connection to the concepts being 

addressed. 
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Approaches to Learning: 
Transdisciplinary skills 

What skills have we used? 
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Approaches to Learning: 
Transdisciplinary skills 

What skills have we used? 



So HOW do we teach? 

The 
INQUIRY 

cycle 



How do we 
know when 
they have 

understood? 



Fair Test Cartoon



Assessment 

 Assessment needs to be 
differentiated to reflect 
the needs of the learner 
and the learning to be 
assessed. 



Assessment is 
integral to all 
teaching and 

learning 



What the IB says… 

The prime objective of 
assessment in the PYP is to 
provide feedback on the 

learning process. 
 



Taking Time to Ask Questions 



Assessment is an ongoing process… 

Formative assessment checks student 
understanding before and during the 
unit. 
 
Summative assessment is done at the 
culmination of the teaching and learning 
process. 



Top 10 things  
universities are looking for 

students to show: 
1.  An enthusiasm for education.  
2.  Hard work and determination. 
3.  Coherent writing skills.  
4.  Intelligence as well as logical reasoning.  
5.  An ability to have face-to-face interviews. 
6.  A willingness to accept challenges and adapt to new 

situations. 
7.  A willingness to participate in extracurricular activities. 
8.  Their own sets of experiences and new perspectives. 
9.  An ability to build professional relationships. 
10. Maturity. 



Top 10 things (in order of importance) 

major companies are looking 
for employees to show: 

(www.forbes.com) 

1.  Ability to work in a team 
2.  Ability to make decisions and solve problems 
3.  Ability to plan, organize and prioritize work 
4.  Ability to communicate verbally with people inside and 

outside an organization 
5.  Ability to obtain and process information 
6.  Ability to analyze quantitative data 
7.  Technical knowledge related to the job 
8.  Proficiency with computer software programs 
9.  Ability to create and/or edit written reports 
10. Ability to sell and influence others 



Shift Happens 




